
• All attendees will automatically be muted with their video’s off for the duration of the webinar. 

• If you experience any technical difficulties, please post your comments in the chat box. 

• If you have any questions for our presenters, please post your questions in the Q&A box.

• Please do not forget to give us your feedback in the post webinar survey!

Welcome to Immunize Colorado’s Webinar Series:
Back to School: Strategies for Getting Kids Vaccinated and 

Navigating

Colorado’s New Non-Medical Exemption Requirements
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and Navigating
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Department of Public Health and Environment

Jamia Demico - Coordinator of Schools and Community 
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Founded in 1991, Immunize Colorado (formerly the Colorado Children’s 
Immunization Coalition) is a statewide 501(c)3 nonprofit that serves to 
protect Colorado families, schools and communities from vaccine-
preventable diseases. 

Partnering to

KEEP COLORADO 

COMMUNITIES HEALTHY 

OUR MISSION



Coalition Building: Strengthen and expand Colorado’s immunization initiatives and 

data through partnerships and collaboration

Public Policy: Advocate for policies that aim to better protect Colorado children 

and communities

Free and Low-Cost Vaccines: Partner to provide free and low-cost vaccines to 

families in need

Community Outreach and Awareness: Communicate vaccine information with 

healthcare providers, parents, the media and organizations

Provider Education: Educate health care professionals on crucial and timely 

vaccine-related topics

Data Translation and Action: Spearhead partnerships to advance the 

understanding and utilization of local, state and national immunization data

What We Do



Now Hiring! Colorado Immunity 

Corps Positions

• Immunize Colorado's AmeriCorps VISTA program, the Colorado Immunity Corps 
is now recruiting for its 2021/22 member positions!

• Members who participate in the CO-mmunity Corps will develop and 
implement local activities that promote education and access to 
immunizations, including COVID-19 vaccines.

• Through this national service program, members will gain valuable experience 
in public health and aid in capacity building efforts to promote vaccine and 
health equity.

• Learn more on our website!



Multi-Language, Culturally Responsive COVID-19 

Vaccine Messaging Resources for Refugee and 

Immigrant Communities

Immunize Colorado's AmeriCorps VISTA 
program, Amy Bell developed new resources
• 10 videos in 10 different languages, 

delivered by Denver Health care navigators 
and other trusted community leaders 
• The videos also show community members 

how to sign up for a vaccine appointment at 
Denver Health
• The videos are available in Arabic, Amharic, 

Burmese, French, Karen, Maay Maay, 
Nepali, Somali, Swahili, and Vietnamese.
• Blog post from Amy on our website!



Colorado Vaccine Equity 

Taskforce – New Factsheet!
Here’s how the taskforce can help you.
• · Website: We have two robust websites in both English and 

Spanish that provide detailed information about how the COVID 
vaccine works, as well as information on how to get the vaccine.

• · Free digital resources: The taskforce is committed to ensuring 
that all groups and individuals have the resources they need to 
share COVID vaccine facts and information. We have free social 
media tools and videos in English and Spanish. We also have 
short explainer videos available in multiple languages including 
Amharic, Arabic, Karen and others.

• · Tailored presentations: Our taskforce members include many 
of our state’s leading experts on the COVID vaccine as well as 
community leaders and healthcare advocates. They are all 
available to provide presentations tailored to your organization’s 

needs. You can see our taskforce membership.



New! Immunize Colorado Data Dashboards for 

School Districts and Legislative Districts 

Dashboards 



SAVE THE DATE!

November 1 – 30,

2021

Big Shots Supporting Little  

Tots Un-Luncheon

Benefitting Immunize Colorado Peer-to-Peer Fundraising Event

• Raise funds to support Immunize Colorado

• Partake in friendly fundraising competition

• Hear from Colorado leaders in vaccine equity

• Celebrate with us during a cooking demonstration

• …and more!



Jamie D’Amico, RN, MSN, CNS

• BSN from CU Health Sciences Center and a MSN 
and Clinical Nurse Specialty 

• Coordinator of Schools and Community at 
CDPHE

• Prior to joining the Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment’s 
(CDPHE) Immunization Branch in 2004, she 
worked as a public health nurse at both El Paso 
County Public Health and Teller County Public 
Health



Tavio Pirocchi, MA

• Data analyst and has been with the Colorado 
Immunization Branch since 2016

• Facilitates the school and child care 
immunization data reporting project, creates 
data visualizations and works with the Vaccines 
for Children’s program to improve data quality 
and efficiency

• Bachelor of Arts from The University of 
Alabama in Quantitative Economics and 
mathematical statistics and  a Masters of Arts 
from Colorado State in Economics



Mia Trentadue, MPH

• The Colorado Immunization Information System 
(CIIS) Training and Outreach Unit Supervisor at 
CDPHE

• Mia has a Master of Public Health and has 
focused her career in community assessment 
and program design



Stacy Parra, MD

• General pediatrician at Pediatrics 5280 in 
Centennial/Castle Rock

• On AAP-CO through the Legislation and Policy 
Committee and the Pediatric Advocacy Action 
Team

• Serves on the Colorado Medical Society 
Committee on Legislation



Cassie Littler, MD

• Vice President of the Colorado Chapter of the 
American Academy of Pediatrics

• Community pediatrician at Western Colorado 
Pediatric Associates in Grand Junction

• Undergraduate and medical degrees from the 
University of Colorado and completed her 
pediatric residency in Iowa



Colorado School-Required 
Vaccines

Data Reporting and the Nonmedical Exemption Process



Agenda

● School & Child Care immunization data reporting 

● Brief history of school-required immunizations 

● Overview of SB20-163

● How parents/patients can request nonmedical exemptions

○ Online education module

○ Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption signed by a healthcare 
provider

● Processing exemptions in CIIS

● Resources



School & Child Care 
Immunization Data 
Reporting Updates

Tavio Pirocchi
ottavio.pirocchi@state.co.us

Colorado Immunization Branch

mailto:ottavio.pirocchi@state.co.us


Background

● Since the 2016/17 school year, CDPHE has been 
collecting aggregate, facility level vaccination 
data from all schools and child cares licensed 
for 10 or more children on an annual basis.

● What vaccines are required?
○ DTaP / Tdap in 6

th
Grade

○ HepB
○ Polio
○ MMR
○ Varicella
○ HIB (Child Care / Preschool only)
○ PCV13 (Child Care / Preschool only)

● What do we collect?
○ Fully Immunized
○ Exemptions (Non-medical & Medical)
○ In Process (Student has a signed plan in place to be immunized)
○ Incomplete Records (Not up to date)
○ No Record



Background

● How is the data collected?
○ Data is aggregated and self reported by facilities through our website form
○ Some districts have partnered with CDPHE to provide student level 

vaccination data in a FERPA compliant methodology for all schools and 
students within their district and the vaccinations are validated and rates 
computed by CDPHE

● What grades does the data cover
○ K-12
○ Child care / Preschool
○ Kindergarten (individually broken out)

● What is so special about kindergarten?
○ School immunization requirements for kindergarten entry require additional 

vaccinations than the last year of preschool would.
○ This population changes heavily each year and is more representative of 

tracking “how we are doing” than the K-12 numbers. 
○ Once a student is up to date in kindergarten they will remain up to date 

through 12th grade except for needing a Tdap booster upon 6th grade entry



2020/21 Updates

● Data will be released soon – really it is coming!
○ Data visualization interfaces are largely unchanged except for some bug fixes

● Pandemic did have effects nationwide on 
vaccination rates amongst school aged 
children.
○ The time for back to school immunizations was during the heights of the 

pandemic.
○ This affected Colorado’s rates, but not to a startling degree.  

● We remain committed to increasing MMR 
vaccination rates in kindergarten students
○ 2021/22’s wildly important goal will be to reach 92% fully immunized.
○ Analysis from 19/20 shows that focusing on one vaccine does not limit the 

gains to just that vaccine, but does trickle down to the other required 
vaccines as well.

● covaxrates.com
○ Website to see the school data
○ When new data is released it will be available in the visuals linked on this 

page.



2021/22 Upcoming Year Reminders

● Reporting will open Oct 1, 2021
● Reporting will close Jan 15, 2022

○ We will monitor the COVID situation in schools and determine if extensions of 
this deadline will be of a net benefit to everyone.

● Reporting remains a requirement as laid out by 
Colorado Board of Health rule 6 CCR 1009-2
○ in other words this is mandatory to complete!

● If you are having any issues with reporting 
data, have questions, etc. please reach out to 
me as soon as they arise.  
○ I send out periodic reminders, do not wait for those, reach out immediately.

● https://cdphe.colorado.gov/School-child-care-
data-reporting
○ All reporting resources, links, etc can be found at the website.

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/School-child-care-data-reporting


2021/22 New Updates

● For the last few years CDPHE has been piloting 
the collection of student level vaccination data 
from multiple large districts.
○ This is submitted to us in a FERPA compliant format and is non-identifiable.
○ The entire district submits for every school, preschool, child care and 

student within its boundary.
○ Student’s records are then evaluated by CDPHE to determine vaccination 

status and compliance. 
○ This has largely removed the reporting burden from these districts and 

placed this on their IT departments to submit these files and a few district 
nurses to evaluate the results.

○ Every record is able to be evaluated using the same methodology that easily 
incorporates changes to the immunization schedule or updates to the 
Colorado school requirements.

● During this last year we partnered with 
PowerSchool and Infinite Campus to 
incorporate these district level reports into 
their software.
○ CDPHE cannot assist with specific PowerSchool or Infinite Campus questions, 

please work with your reps at these companies to update and use the new 
features.



2021/22 New Updates

● What will these updates mean for everyone?
○ If a district has access to either the PowerSchool or Infinite Campus reports, 

we can immediately onboard your district to this method of reporting. 
○ This method will become our preferred submission method, although the 

website reporting will remain active and utilized indefinitely.

■ For child cares, those who do not use either of these 
software packages or cannot upgrade to receive the 
updates this method of reporting can always be utilized.

● What about private schools?
○ In previous years we have not been able to accept private schools reporting 

in this format.  
○ That has now changed!  We WILL accept private schools onto this 

methodology providing they have access to the Infinite Campus or 
PowerSchool reports.



Contact Me!

Tavio Pirocchi
ottavio.pirocchi@state.co.us

mailto:ottavio.pirocchi@state.co.us


SB20-163 
&

The Nonmedical Exemption Process 
for the 2021-2022 School Year
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment

Colorado Immunization Branch



A Brief History of Colorado’s 
School-required vaccines

● July 1974 - the School Immunization Law became 
effective, but only applied to kindergarten entrants 
and children in child care.

● 1978 - the School Immunization Law was repealed 
and reenacted to include all students K through 
12th grade, as well as children in child care. 

● The most recent statute influencing changes in 
school-required vaccines is Senate Bill20-163. It 
passed in the summer of 2020 and is to be  
implemented for the 2021-2022 school year. 



Colorado Board of Health Rule 6 
CCR 1009-2 

● When school-required law is revised, CDPHE 
presents it to the CBOH to ‘request a hearing’ where 
public comment is solicited   

● At the CBOH hearing the public and stakeholders 
can provide verbal or written comments 

● Discussion between BOH members “operationalize” 
statute into rules: 
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/schoolrequiredvaccines

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/schoolrequiredvaccines


SB20 163: What are the changes?

● Consolidates the personal belief and religious exemptions into a 
single Nonmedical Exemption category

● Requires the use of CDPHE’s “standard” Certificates of Medical and 
Nonmedical Exemption

● Beginning for the 2021-2022 school year, there will be two ways to 
file a nonmedical exemption:

○ Option 1: Download the official Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption to be 
signed by an immunizing provider; or

○ Option 2: Receive an official Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption after 
completing the Department’s new online Immunization Education Module



Option 1: Certificate of Nonmedical 
Exemption

● Form can be accessed on the Vaccine Exemption webpage 
(https://cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions) under Downloadable Certificate of 
Nonmedical Exemption 

● The form must be signed by a Colorado Licensed physician (MD, DO), Advanced 
Practice Nurse (APN), or Physician Assistant (PA), or pharmacist

● New: Added line for the National Provider Identifier (NPI) to assist school/childcare 
staff in determining validity of the signator

● Per Colorado Revised Statutes 25-4-2403, immunizing providers who sign the 
Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption must submit nonmedical exemption data to the 
Colorado Immunization Information System (CIIS) (unless the parent has opted out). 

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions


Certificate of 
Nonmedical 
Exemption 

(Image 1 of 2)



Certificate of 
Nonmedical 
Exemption 

(Image 2 of 2)



Pharmacists 

● Pharmacists have been providing vaccines for adults and children (within specific age 
limits) for years 

● With the passing of SB20-163, pharmacists may provide basic vaccine education and 
signatures on the Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption



Option 2: 
Online 

Immunization 
Education 
Module

● Available 24 hours a day and 7 days a week at the Vaccine Exemption 
webpage: www.colorado.gov/vaccineexemption

● Important Notes:

○ Per ADA and 508 Compliance, the module includes recorded audio. Users do not 
have to wait until the audio ends before they proceed to the next slide

○ It is important to listen closely to the beginning of the narrative which informs the 
user how they can advance from one slide to the next slide

○ Slides have 10-15 second requirements before the Next button can be selected

○ It is strongly recommend that users review the Technical Guidance and 
Troubleshooting document before beginning the course

● At the completion of the module, an electronic fillable form must be 
completed in order to obtain a Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption. 
The parent or guardian will have an option to complete a form for more 
than one minor in the family without having to retake the module

http://www.colorado.gov/vaccineexemption
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApsS3hWcdwJDR9Z-j7Lr0ZhkR5MrJY6E-6BVldj1fqA/edit?usp=sharing


Online Immunization Education 
Module  (Screenshots)



Determining 
Certificate of 
Nonmedical 

Exemption Form 
Validity

● Guidance for reviewing Certificates of Nonmedical 
Exemption

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMYPpcm-ry9_kTPNpB183Z6wWsnOTnfMKw8vK4VK0s8/edit?usp=sharing


How often do parents need to submit 
a nonmedical exemption to the 

school?
● K through 12th grade: parents must submit annually  

(exemptions expire June 30th of every year) 

● Child Care: parents submit at 2, 4, 6, 12 and 18 
months of age. This frequency replicates the times 
children would receive ACIP recommended 
vaccines.

Once a child turns 18 months of age and the 
nonmedical exemption is in place, another 
nonmedical exemption does not need to be 
submitted until Kindergarten entry. 



Critical Partnerships 

● Schools are mandated to collect student immunization 
records and medical and nonmedical exemptions in 
order for students to attend school. That’s the law! 

● Good relationships between healthcare providers and 
child care/school nurses assist in school immunization 
compliance and supports parent confidence

● School-required vaccine schedules follow the Advisory 
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP). 

● For assistance in troubleshooting the ACIP schedule, 
HCPs and pharmacists can call CDPHE at 303-692-2700 
and ask for a ‘Vaccine Nurse call Line’ (Monday - Friday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)



School-required vaccines & exemptions contact

Jamie D’Amico, RN, MSN, CNS
jamie.damico@state.co.us

mailto:jamie.damico@state.co.us


Reviewing & Processing Exemptions 
in the 

Colorado Immunization Information 
System (CIIS)



How Nonmedical Exemptions are 
Entered in CIIS

● Option 1: If a provider signs a Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption, the provider is 
required to enter the exemption(s) into CIIS on behalf of the patient, unless the 
patient is opted-out of CIIS

● Option 2: If a parent or guardian completes the online education module, they will 
either have the option to choose Submit & Print or Print Only
○ If Submit & Print is selected, the exemption will be entered into CIIS if (1) the form is deemed 

accurate and (2) the patient has not opted-out of CIIS. The parent or guardian is highly 
encouraged to save a copy of the form

○ If Print Only is selected, information will not be sent to CIIS. The parent or guardian must submit 
the form to the school or childcare on their own



● Exemptions: Flag icon

● Opt-out: Thumbs-down icon

Important CIIS Icons



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Step 1: Select the Provider/Clinic that you are working at that day
● Step 2: Click the Patient module and select Search. Enter the patient’s 

information to search for their CIIS record
○ Note: Please initially search for your patient using a combination of the first 

two letters of the first or last name and the date of birth. Please try a few 
different search methods to look for the patient before determining they are 
not in CIIS



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Step 3: After finding the patient’s record in CIIS, click on the 
drop-down arrow under the Action column and select 
Exemptions
○ Note: If a patient had existing processed exemptions, the flag icon 

will display on their patient record 



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Step 4: Click on the blue Add Exemption button



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Step 5: Select the Exemption Reason from the drop-
down list



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Note: If you select a Medical Exemption, you will be asked to 
enter a Precaution/Contraindication

● Note: Only Nonmedical Exemptions require an End Date. 
Medical Exemptions do not require an End Date



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Step 6: Choose a Begin Date for the exemption
○ Note: Only Nonmedical Exemptions require an End Date. The End 

Date for Nonmedical Exemptions should be the upcoming June 30th

● Step 7: Select the vaccines(s) the patient is receiving an 
exemption for

● Step 8: Click Create



Process Overview: Adding Exemptions 
in CIIS

● Once processed, this is what the Exemptions screen will 
display

● You can see the flag icon along the patient information 
header after the exemption has been created



Nonmedical Exemption and Online Education Module Contact

Maddie Grimm, MPH*
maddie.grimm@state.co.us

*If you have a question that requires an urgent 
response this week (7/19-7/23), please contact 

Mia Trentadue at mia.trentadue@state.co.us

mailto:maddie.grimm@state.co.us
mailto:mia.trentadue@state.co.us


Resources

● SB163 Toolkit for school/childcare/university staff
○ Guidance for reviewing the validity of Certificates of Nonmedical Exemptions
○ Sample parent/guardian letter
○ Technical guidance and troubleshooting for the online education module
○ Guidance for healthcare providers on entering exemptions into CIIS

● CDPHE's Vaccine Exemption web page
○ The web page includes links to the online education module, technical guidance and 

troubleshooting document, Certificate of Nonmedical Exemption that can be signed 
by a healthcare provider

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10vr5zm9UnZe69WTTeZtWG8Nl3LTi0LZ7?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eMYPpcm-ry9_kTPNpB183Z6wWsnOTnfMKw8vK4VK0s8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hW-TkzLdMbJiy6L538_oaTmIEMvKE0709cJRfQf-Y5U/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ApsS3hWcdwJDR9Z-j7Lr0ZhkR5MrJY6E-6BVldj1fqA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YN2-ncmP_aifavFJbRcVF9GnogoC2A8ENrmCv3NlUMQ/edit
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/vaccine-exemptions












Best Practices from Dr. 

Parra and Littler 



Implementation Resources

• Provider Toolkit: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Zlkp3sV4UtfhsLl4wFhJ4QWynnvR2klK?usp=sharing

• Fact Sheet: https://www.immunizecolorado.org/uploads/SB-163-FAQ_Final.pdf

• Webinar: This recording will be available at 
https://www.immunizecolorado.org/news-and-events/archived-events

• More to come for

– Pharmacists

– Policymakers

– Childcare administrators

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Zlkp3sV4UtfhsLl4wFhJ4QWynnvR2klK?usp=sharing
https://www.immunizecolorado.org/uploads/SB-163-FAQ_Final.pdf
https://www.immunizecolorado.org/news-and-events/archived-events


Q&A Session

Please put your 

questions in the chat!



Jamie 

D’Amico

Cassie Littler

Tavio

Stacy Parra

Mia
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