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Housekeeping

• Webinar attendees will be automatically muted for the presentation.
• If you have any difficulties or questions, please put them in the chat box.

• We will be conducting Q&A at the end of the presentation.

• Please take time to fill out the post-event evaluation after the 
webinar. 

• The recording and slides will be available on the Immunize Colorado 
website within one week of this presentation and will also be emailed 
to all attendees. 



Partnering to
KEEP COLORADO COMMUNITIES HEALTHY 

OUR MISSION

Founded in 1991, Immunize Colorado (formerly the Colorado 
Children’s Immunization Coalition) is a statewide 501(c)3 
nonprofit that serves to protect Colorado families, schools and 
communities from vaccine-preventable diseases. 



New Resources from Immunize Colorado!

• Fact Sheet: Improving Equity with Data: Vaccine 
Reporting & Visualizations

• Toolkit: Immunization Policy Toolkit for Colorado 
Child Care Programs

• Fact Sheet: Vaccine Requirements in Colorado

• Fact Sheet: A National Review of Successes and 
Barriers to Pharmacists’ Participation in the 
Vaccines for Children Program

• Fact Sheet: Vaccinating 5-11 Year Olds Against 
COVID-19

All resources are available on our website: 
www.immunizecolorado.org/resources/

http://www.immunizecolorado.org/resources/


• Factsheets for each school 
district updated with 
2020/21 school data

• Childcare immunization 
stats by county

Visit coschooliz.org

School District and Childcare Immunization Factsheets
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I honor and acknowledge that the University of Colorado Anschutz 
Medical Campus sits on the traditional territories and ancestral 
homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, and Ute. I recognize and affirm the 
ties these nations have to their traditional homelands and the many 
Indigenous people who thrive in this place, alive and strong. I also 
acknowledge the painful history of ill treatment and forced removal that 
has had a profoundly negative impact on Native nations.

I respect the many diverse Indigenous peoples still connected to this 
land. I honor them and thank the indigenous ancestors of this place. 
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▪ Already the norm!

▪ K-12 ✅

▪ Colleges & universities (dorms) ✅

▪ Private businesses ✅

▪ Laws mandate private entities create safe workplaces

▪ Needed exemptions?
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▪ Laws tying school 
attendance to vaccination 
in US go as far back as 
1855 (Massachusetts)

▪ Driven by small pox in 
particular

▪ However, enforcement 
was spotty since 
controlled by local school 
boards, many of whom 
opposed vaccine 
mandates
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▪w/ lots of anti-vaccinationist opposition, most 
New England states enacted compulsory school 
vaccination laws by end of 19th c.

▪Principals and school officials often objected to 
any program that would disrupt school routines
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“A major hindrance to the success of the vaccination 

law[s] was the question of the relative authority of the 

health and school officials. 

In 1886, the Lockport [NY] superintendent of public 

instruction argued that only the local school board had 

control over the vaccination of school children and that 

the health inspectors had no authority to enter schools 

and exclude the unvaccinated” (Duffy 1978).
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▪ In Milwaukee (1894), local 
politician seized on Polish and 
German immigrants’ suspicion of 
government, hospitals, & 
vaccinations

▪ Health officials seeking to 
quarantine homes of smallpox 
patients were attacked by a  
club-wielding mob

▪ Local physicians joined in to 
denounce city health officer; 

▪ he was fired and local board of 
health had authority greatly 
reduced
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1. Compulsory vaccination laws 
for school attendance are ~170 
years old in the US

2. Fervent opposition to these 
laws and strong resistance to 
enforcement is just as old

3. Strong tradition of local control 

4. Reluctance to disrupt school 
routine/attendance 
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▪Straightforward!
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▪Also quite straightforward 
(amended 1/14/2021)

▪Subject to medical, religious, or 
personal belief exemptions
▪Exemptions ineffective in case of 
outbreak of disease for which 
immunization is required

▪CBOH legally authorized to 
require additional vaccinations, 
esp. if recommended by ACIP

▪Hepatitis B

▪Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis 
(DTap)

▪Inactivated poliovirus (IPV)

▪Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)

▪Varicella (chicken pox)

▪Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis 
(Tdap)
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▪Requires the standard form

▪No additional procedural 
hurdles to invoking 
religious or personal belief 
exemptions

▪(Courts have traditionally 
been reluctant to evaluate 
sincerity criterion)
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▪ Before 2019, consensus was that vaccine mandates did 
not need to permit religious exemptions (though many 
states chose to authorize them)

▪ USSCT has signaled a possible shift in this in two cases

▪ Roman Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn v. Cuomo (2021)

▪ Tandon v. Newsom (2021)
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1. “I have no idea what the right 
thing to do here is.”

2. “I am pretty sure I know what 
the right thing to do is, but I 
feel blocked from doing it.”

▪Evidence suggests #2 is 
increasingly common

▪Powerful contributor to what has 
been termed “moral distress” 
and “moral injury”
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KEY TALKING 
POINTS FOR 
VACCINE 

MANDATES

COVID-19 may be novel, but school 
vaccine mandates are decidedly not

(School vaccine mandates are over 
170 years old)

Overwhelmingly supported by 
parents (80-90% favored)

Legal authority is robust and 
straightforward

Minority rights are important, but 
there are exemption processes in 
place to accommodate
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