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OVERVIEW OF THE 2025 SHOTS FOR TOTS AND TEENS PROGRAM

Shots for Tots and Teens (SFTT) is a partnership between Immunize Colorado, Jefferson County Public
Health, Adams County Health Department, Arapahoe County Public Health, and Boulder County Public
Health to provide free and low-cost vaccines in community settings in Lakewood, Westminster, Aurora, and
Longmont throughout the year. Since 2002, the Shots for Tots and Teens clinics have been responsible for
delivering 50,039 vaccines to 19,881 patients. In 2025, the partnership held 25 clinics that delivered 1,355
vaccines to 440 patients. The vast majority of all SFTT patients were children (388); the clinics also served
49 adult patients. The SFTT clinics continued to be an important resource for medically underserved
families. 96% (374) of children and 70% (34) of adult patients were un- or under-insured or covered through
Medicaid. 39% of patients spoke English, while 54% of patients’ primary language was Spanish and 6% of
patients spoke another language other than English or Spanish. The SFTT clinics served patients in four
different communities including Aurora, Lakewood, Westminster, and Longmont.

Arapahoe County hosted a monthly clinic during 11 months of the year, providing 690 vaccines to 218
patients. Adams County hosted six clinics throughout the year, providing 265 vaccines to 79 patients.
Jefferson County hosted three clinics in the later half of the year, providing 135 vaccines to 56 patients.
Boulder County hosted four clinics, providing 265 vaccines to 85 patients. Jefferson County and Adams
County continued to host their clinics at their office locations. Boulder County hosted clinics at their
Longmont Hub. Arapahoe County transitioned from hosting clinics at Martin Luther King, Jr. Library to their
Aurora office location after the Library announced renovation plans. Arapahoe County was able to offer
sexual health services at all 11 of their clinics. Jefferson County hosted the JCPH Tobacco Prevention
Team, RTD LiVE program, and JCPH Family Navigators (representing Women Infant and Children and
home visitation programs). These supplemental services were beneficial to many patients in attendance.

In 2025, Colorado’s childhood immunization rates dropped to their lowest levels in years. For the 2024-25
school year, immunization rates dropped, albeit slightly (less than 1% for each vaccine compared to 2023-
24), for all school-required vaccines among all K-12 students. Rates for all kindergarten vaccines dipped to
at or below 88% (except hepatitis B). Only 56% of Colorado children received a flu vaccine during the 2024-
25 flu season (down from 63% in 2023-24)—the lowest rate since 2011-12. Additionally, federal health
officials made several decisions throughout 2025 that undermined the scientific evidence for vaccines.
These included walking back the research-backed statement “vaccines don't cause autism,” firing career
scientists responsible for determining the vaccine schedule, and removing 6 vaccines from universal
recommendation without evidence. These actions created confusion, sparked fear, and further sowed
distrust in vaccines. These trends highlight an urgent need for individual, community, and policy level
action to preserve vaccine access and improve routine childhood immunization rates; they also reinforce
the importance of community-based immunization clinics like SFTT as an essential safety net and source
for evidence-based vaccine information for Colorado families.
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https://www.immunizecolorado.org/what-we-do/no-and-low-cost-vaccines/

2025 CLINIC STATISTICS

Total Vaccines Given by Month in 2025 vs. 2024
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Shots for Tots and Teens clinic
numbers did not return to pre-
pandemic averages in 2025. In
2019, SFTT clinics gave 2,514
shots to 851 patients,
indicating a 46% decrease in
shots and a 48% decrease in
the number of patients from
2019 to 2025. This is likely due
to the continued shifting of
clinic locations and host sites,
thinning staff capacity,
decreased foundation and
local public health funding, and
fewer clinics in total held in
2025 than pre-pandemic.

clinics saw a 17% decrease in
the number of shots
administered to patients
(from 1,608 in 2024 to 1,355
in 2025) and a slight 4%
decrease in the total number
of patients (from 460 in 2024
to 440 in 2025). There was
one more clinic in 2025 (25)

5 compared to 2024 (24).
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Total Patients Seen by Month in 2025 vs. 2024
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In 2025, clinic sites hosted 25 clinics compared to 26 in 2024, which may partially explain the small
decrease from 2024 in shots given and patients seen. However, additional challenges like staff shortages
and decreased capacity, increased immigration enforcement (resulting in fear from immigrant and refugee
families to attend clinics and seek medical care in general), and decreased funding, likely also contributed.
Additionally, Lantern (formerly Bright by Text), a direct-to-parent text platform through which SFTT clinics
had been historically marketed, moved to a paid model in 2025, and SFTT was unable to continue utilizing
the platform due to cost. These challenges underscore the need to more robustly fund local public health

generally and immunization clinics specifically.
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2025 PATIENT CHARACTERISTICS

Patients' Primary Language

Other
6.3%

Spanish
54.3%

The majority of Shots for
Tots and Teens clinic
patients in 2025 were
children, and the majority of
children were 4-18 years old
(348). There were six (6)
patients aged 0—11 months,
34 patients aged 12-47
months, and 49 patients over
18 years (adults). These
counts are on par with 2024
data. The Aurora clinic site,
which hosted more clinics
and saw more patients than
the other clinic sites, had the
highest number of patients in
each age group.*

In 2025, the majority of
Shots for Tots and Teens
patients spoke Spanish
(54%). 39% of patients
spoke Spanish and 6%
spoke a language other
than English or Spanish.
This follows 2024 trends
and is a marked change
from 2023 when English
was the primary language
spoken.

English
39.4%

Patient Age By Clinic Site
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*Some clinics did not report data for all clients. Data shown is what was reported for clients whose data was collected.



2025 PATIENT CHARACTERISTICS

The maijority of patients (adults and children) at all SFTT clinics were un- or under-insured (272 patients).
The second most reported insurance was Medicaid (118 patients), followed by private insurance (25
patients) and CHP+ (18 patients). Interestingly, un- or under-insured patients decreased from 352 in 2024,
and Medicaid clients increased from 60 in 2024. Half of clinics were not able to see privately insured
patients in 2025 (and the two that could only accepted select insurance) which likely explains the low
number of patients with this insurance type.*
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*Some clinics did not report data for all clients. Data shown is what was reported for clients whose data was collected.



