
School Vaccine
Requirements

Why Do School Vaccine Requirements Exist?
Vaccine-preventable diseases can spread quickly in school and child care settings. Because of this,
some vaccines on the childhood immunization schedule are required for children to go to school.
School vaccine requirements have existed for over 175 years. The first school immunization
mandate was in 1855, when Massachusetts required smallpox immunization for school entry. By 1980, all
states had requirements. These have been successful in reducing disease outbreaks. They help prevent
disease spread and keep students and school staff safe. When we vaccinate our children, we allow them
to learn and grow in a healthy environment.

Where Can I Get Vaccines for My Child?

continued on back...

Which Vaccines Are Required in Colorado?

Hepatitis B (HepB)
Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTaP)*
Inactivated poliovirus (IPV)*
Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)*
Varicella (chickenpox)*
Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (Tdap)**

*Students aged 4 through 6 years are required to have
their final doses of DTaP, IPV, MMR, and varicella
before kindergarten entry.

**For the current 2025-2026 school year, students are
required to have a dose of Tdap vaccine before 6th
grade entry. One dose of Tdap is required for sixth
through 12th grades.

Required for School (K-12) Required for Child Care

Hepatitis B (HepB)
Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTaP)*
Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib)
Inactivated poliovirus (IPV)*
Pneumococcal conjugate (PCV)
Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)*
Varicella (chickenpox)*

*Students aged 4 through 6 years are required to
have their final doses of DTaP, IPV, MMR, and varicella
before kindergarten entry.

Learn more about these requirements:
cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/requi

rements-for-school-entry

You can find vaccines at providers across Colorado, whether you
have insurance or not. Private insurance plans are required to
cover the cost of vaccines. Un- or under-insured children can get
vaccines at no cost through the Vaccines for Children program.

Find vaccines:
cdphe.colorado.gov/immunizations/get-vaccinated

How Do I Find My
Child’s Vaccine Record?
You can access your child’s record on
the state health department website.

Find your record:
cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization

/copy-of-records

http://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/requirements-for-school-entry
http://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/requirements-for-school-entry
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunizations/get-vaccinated
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/copy-of-records
https://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/copy-of-records


Disease Average Vaccination Rate Among Colorado Kindergarteners

Measles 87.7%

Diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTaP) 86.9%

Polio 87.3%

Chickenpox (Varicella) 86.7%

Why Are High Vaccination Rates Important?
Parents and caregivers consider many factors when deciding where to send their child for school or
child care, including immunization rates. High rates mean that:

When immunization rates drop, the risk for disease outbreaks goes up. That's why it's
important to make sure all children who can get vaccinated do so. When you protect
your child with vaccines, you protect their classmates, teachers, and community
members. You Immunize For Good!

The Bottom Line

Students and staff are better protected from disease spread. When enough people
in a community are vaccinated, they protect others – a concept called “herd immunity.”
For measles, 95% of people need to be vaccinated to achieve herd immunity. Schools
with more unvaccinated kids are more likely to have a disease outbreak. An outbreak
puts all children – including vaccinated kids – at risk. 

Children who cannot get vaccines for medical reasons (like undergoing cancer
treatment) are safer. These children are at higher risk for catching diseases and
becoming extremely sick. They rely on others to be vaccinated to help stop diseases from
spreading and shield them from sickness. Therefore, caregivers of these children may
only choose a facility where immunization rates are high enough to protect their child.

Are There Exemptions to Vaccine Requirements?
States allow parents to exempt their children from vaccines and still attend school or child care.
However, many states, including Colorado, require unvaccinated children to stay home if there are
outbreaks at their school. All states allow exemptions for medical reasons. Some states also allow
exemptions for personal belief and/or religious reasons.

Remember: Diseases we vaccinate against are very real, and many are life-threatening. Choosing not to
get a vaccine can leave a child at risk for the disease and spreading it to others. 

What Are Colorado’s Vaccination Rates?

Colorado has seen recent outbreaks of measles and pertussis, partly because vaccination rates are not
high enough to curb the spread. View Colorado’s immunization rates:
cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/school-and-child-care-data

https://cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/school-and-child-care-data

	School Vaccine Requirements
	Why Do School Vaccine Requirements Exist?
	Vaccine-preventable diseases can spread quickly in school and child care settings. Because of this, some vaccines on the childhood immunization schedule are required for children to go to school. School vaccine requirements have existed for over 175 years. The first school immunization mandate was in 1855, when Massachusetts required smallpox immunization for school entry. By 1980, all states had requirements. These have been successful in reducing disease outbreaks. They help prevent disease spread and keep students and school staff safe. When we vaccinate our children, we allow them to learn and grow in a healthy environment.

	Which Vaccines Are Required in Colorado?
	Required for School (K-12)
	Hepatitis B (HepB)
	Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTaP)*
	Inactivated poliovirus (IPV)*
	Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)*
	Varicella (chickenpox)*
	Tetanus, diphtheria, pertussis (Tdap)**

	Required for Child Care
	Hepatitis B (HepB)
	Diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis (DTaP)*
	Haemophilus influenza type b (Hib)
	Inactivated poliovirus (IPV)*
	Pneumococcal conjugate (PCV)
	Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR)*
	Varicella (chickenpox)*
	Learn more about these requirements: cdphe.colorado.gov/immunization/requirements-for-school-entry

	Where Can I Get Vaccines for My Child?
	You can find vaccines at providers across Colorado, whether you have insurance or not. Private insurance plans are required to cover the cost of vaccines. Un- or under-insured children can get vaccines at no cost through the Vaccines for Children program.

	How Do I Find My Child’s Vaccine Record?
	You can access your child’s record on the state health department website.
	continued on back...
	Why Are High Vaccination Rates Important?
	What Are Colorado’s Vaccination Rates?





